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Facts & figures of The Hague

· 475,904 residents 

· 234,677 houses 

· 11 km of coastline 

· surface area of close to 100 km2

· seat of Dutch government 

· The resident of Queen Beatrix ´Huis ten Bosch´, built in 1645 

· The Hague has been in existence since the 13th century 

· 14 city squares dating from the 18th century 

· 20 city squares dating from the 19th century

· More than 130 archaeological sites

· average disposable income of € 12,400

· 72% of The Hague´s residents have access to the Internet

· 6,216 births per year

· more than 100 nationalities 

· 47% of the residents are of foreign nationality

· more than 40 houses of worship 

· 5 train stations

· 8 districts

· 4th UN city

· 104 embassies and consulates

· more than 150 international organisations

· 10 hospitals

· 64 community centres

· 458 associations and foundations

· 1/3 of The Hague’s surface area is green space

· 400 hectares of forest

· 70,000 trees lining the streets

· more than 20 million visitors each year 

· 73 hotels

· 700 restaurants, pubs and cafés

· 30 theatres

· 26 cinema screens

· 45 museums

· 4211 shops

· 7 markets

· 1,100 km of roads

· 250 km bicycle paths

· 22,000 metered parking places

· 142 primary schools

· 38 secondary education schools

· 6 international schools 

· 224 general practitioners

· 3 km of wharf frontage at Scheveningen harbour

· 1,200 pleasure boat moorings

· 37,000 businesses 

· green & yellow – official colours of The Hague since 1920

History of The Hague
The Hague - Europe's largest village

The Hague was originally a hamlet close to the count's castle built in the 13th century. The village was first recorded in a document dated 1370, but has never been granted a Charter. Charters entitled medieval villages to erect defence walls and dig moats to protect their citizens. It also gave villages certain privileges, including the right to administer justice. Attempts by The Hague to obtain a Charter were continuously thwarted, although noblemen in the Large Hall of the Count’s Castle administered justice. In 1811 The Hague was granted a 48-hour Charter by Napoleon, when he proclaimed The Hague "Bonne Ville de l'Empire". Passing through on his journey from Amsterdam to Paris he refused to stay in a village.

Even today, The Hague has no Charter. From 1851, local legislation no longer distinguishes between city and countryside. The Netherlands now only has municipalities, with the exception of Amsterdam, which is a city under the Dutch Constitution. 's-Gravenhage - which is the official name for The Hague and literally means "the Count's hedge" - was never awarded city rights. Although The Hague gives an outward appearance of being a full-fledged city, it is still today known as "the largest village of Europe". Even though voices whispered "The Hague is the third largest city of the Netherlands with a population of 475,904, it was still not granted its Charter when it celebrated its 750 anniversary in 1998.

Coat of Arms

Although still without a Charter, The Hague boasts its own Town Arms. The Town Arms was officially laid down by order of the Dutch College of Arms on 24 July 1861 and is described as follows:

"In gold a striding stork of a natural colour, holding in its beak a sable-coloured eel. The shield is covered by an antique count's crown and held by two golden lions looking round".

It is likely that the illustration on the Town Arms is based on the medieval storks that used to build their nests on the little island in the Hofvijver pond. This was seen by The Hague population as a sign of fortune as the storks would finish off all the fish remains after the fish market that could otherwise rot and cause infectious diseases. The stork is depicted on all municipal institutions and on the tower of the Church of St. Jacob. 

The Hague, "widow of Indonesia"

The Hague is also known as the "widow of Indonesia". Before its independence in 1945, Indonesia was a Dutch colony. People working there took regular leave to go home to the Netherlands. Once here, they would stay in The Hague, which also housed the Ministry of Colonies. Hotel des Indes on the Lange Voorhout used to accommodate many of these travellers on leave. There was a second Hotel des Indes in Indonesia's capital city of Batavia, now called Djakarta, but this has since closed down. Between 1850 and 1900 the Archipel residential area was built in The Hague. Here many former colonials took up residence in houses along streets that were named after the islands, which make up the Indonesian Archipelago. 

Following Indonesia's independence, thousands of Dutch and Indonesian people who chose to adopt Dutch nationality came to the Netherlands. Many of them found a job at the Ministries. Although the Ministry of Colonies has since closed, due to its past links with Indonesia, The Hague still offers more Indonesian restaurants and tokos (Indonesian shops) than any other town in The Netherlands.

Royal Residence The Hague
The House of Orange 

Although the Netherlands first became a monarchy in 1813, the Royal House of Orange had been playing an important role in its history since 1559 when Emperor Charles V assigned Prince William of Nassau to the post of stadtholder of the provinces of Holland, Zeeland and Utrecht. Later, William inherited the title of Orange from his cousin René van Châlon. For reasons of safety, William settled in the town of Delft, but was murdered there in 1584.

Maurits, his son and warlord, turned the Binnenhof parliamentary seat into a military fortification. Later stadtholders in The Hague resided at the Oude Hof, now known as the Paleis Noordeinde, or the Binnenhof. Stadtholder William III, married to Mary Stuart, daughter of Jacob II, King of England, was crowned king of England in 1689 and resided in England and the Netherlands by turns. The death of William III in 1702, who died without children, for a while meant the end of the stadtholdership. 

In 1747, Friesian stadtholder Willem Friso, descendent of William of Orange, was appointed to the post of stadtholder of Holland. A period of inheritance stadtholders with members of the House of Orange followed until 1795 when they had to flee the French occupying forces, marking the end of the Republic, as well as the end of the 200-year reign of the Princes of Orange. Following the French occupation, the Kingdom of the Netherlands was established in 1813. The first Head of State was William Frederik, the son of William V, the stadtholder whom had fled earlier. He was crowned King of the Netherlands, which then comprised the Netherlands and Belgium. When the two countries separated in 1830, William I remained King of the Netherlands while Leopold of Saksen Coburg was crowned King of Belgium. 

The Netherlands was reigned by successive Kings until the death of King William III in 1890. His wife, Queen Emma, who acted as regent until their daughter Wilhelmina came of age, succeeded him. Wilhelmina (1880-1962) was crowned Queen in 1898. Her daughter, Juliana succeeded her, in 1948, who in turn was succeeded in 1980 by her daughter, Beatrix.  Until this day, the Netherlands is reigned by a Queen. Queen Beatrix has three sons, so succession to the throne is guaranteed. 

Prinsjesdag

Traditionally, every third Tuesday in September on Prinsjesdag the Head of State, Queen Beatrix, travels in the Golden Coach from Paleis Noordeinde to the Knights' Hall to read the Queen's Speech. The date on which Prinsjesdag takes place is laid down by the Dutch Constitution. The Queen's Speech is written by the Ministers and Secretaries of State. In her speech, the Queen addresses Parliament, the First and Second Chamber and the Dutch population with a summary of the plans of the Cabinet for the next year. The first speech was read by the King in the Second Chamber in 1814. In 1904 the ceremony was moved to the Knights' Hall, attended by the members of Parliament  (75 First Chamber and 150 Second Chamber), the members of the Council of State, Ambassadors and other dignitaries. Detachments of the Army, Navy and Air Forces are lined up along the route. This is a festive day, celebrated in The Hague by a day off from school for the children and longer-than-usual lunch breaks for office staff. 

Royal wedding

The engagement between Crown Prince Willem Alexander and Máxima Zorreguieta was announced on 30 March 2001. Their marriage took place on 2 February 2002. After the wedding ceremony, which was held in Amsterdam, the newlyweds moved into the mansion at Noordeinde 66 in The Hague (next to Noordeinde Palace). Since July 2003 they reside in the estate called ‘De Horsten’ in the nearby town of Wassenaar. This royal estate has been in the possession of the Dutch Royal Family for 150 years and covers an area of 400 hectares. In the 1980s, a villa was built for Princess Christina and her family. But the building was vacated after the couple had a divorce. ‘De Horsten’ will remain their residence until Prince Willem Alexander succeeds his mother, Queen Beatrix, and becomes King of the Netherlands. On 7 December 2004 the daughter of Crown Prince Willem Alexander and Princess Máxima was born. Her name is Princess Catharina, Amalia, Beatrix, Carmen, Victoria. Alexia Juliana Marcela Laurentien is the second daughter and is born on 26 June 2005. The youngest child of Crown Prince Willem Alexander and Princess Maxima is Ariane, birth names are Wilhelmina Máxima Ines. She was born on 10 April 2007.
Golden Coach

The Golden Coach was presented to Queen Wilhelmina by the city of Amsterdam on the occasion of her Coronation in 1898. Craftsmen used materials from all over the Kingdom to build the coach, including Javanese teakwood covered in gold leaf. The four panels are decorated with allegoric scenes with "Tribute from the Netherlands" and "Tribute from the Oversees Territories" on the side panels, "the Future" on the front and "the Past" on the back panel. The axles are suns with beams radiating to the firmament or the tyres, which in turn depict the signs of the zodiac. The roof edge contains the arms of the 11 Dutch provinces and the arms of Amsterdam. The roof carries a Crown, which is supported by the four pillars of Dutch economy: Agriculture, Shipping, Labour and Trade. 

The Golden Coach is drawn by eight horses and attended by detachments from the Army, National Police Forces and the The Hague Regional Haaglanden Police. The procession further includes members of the Royal Household. On rare occasion the Coach is also used for other events, such as the wedding of the Crown Princess in 1966 and the christening of the Heir to the Throne when the coach is drawn by six horses. The coach is drawn by eight horses only when the Head of State is using the coach. The Golden Coach is kept in the Royal Stables, which also houses the other coaches, the horses and the Royal Household cars.

Palace Noordeinde

The Palace Noordeinde with its gracefully landscaped garden is situated on the Noordeinde, one of the most elegant shopping streets of The Hague. It was built in 1553. This original neo-classical town palace was splendidly furnished with carpets woven with gold and extremely rare furnishings. The widow of William of Orange and her children lived there. In 1815 the palace was completely restored and used as residence for King William I. Since 1984 HM Queen Beatrix and her staff have their offices in the elegant rooms of Palace Noordeinde. Since that date the palace also plays an important role in the ceremonies of "Prinsjesdag", which marks the opening of Parliament each year on the third Tuesday of September.

Palace Lange Voorhout

This small but impressive palace is situated on the stately Lange Voorhout, which is one of the most beautiful spots in The Hague. Anthony Patras, representative for the Province of Friesland in the Netherlands Parliament, commissioned it around 1760. The architect was Pieter de Swart, master builder to the stadtholder, who built the palace in Louis XVI-style decorated in Rococo. In 1811 Emperor Napoleon and his wife spent a night here on their journey to Paris. In 1845 the palace came into the possession of the House of Orange. The Queen Mother, Emma, resided here from 1901 until her death in 1934. From 1953 until 1984 the Golden Coach departed from the Palace every third Tuesday in September to travel to the Knights' Hall. In 1984 Queen Beatrix moved her office to Palace Noordeinde, leaving the Paleis Lange Voorhout empty. The Royal House sold the Palace to the Municipality of The Hague in 1990. Supervised by the Hague Municipal Museum, the Palace opened its doors as a museum in 1992, Escher in het Paleis, featuring temporary exhibitions in the field of applied art, visual art, fashion and music history. The exhibitions are specially mounted to suit the distinctively unique character of the Palace. Nowadays it is featuring a permanent exhibition of the graphic works of M.C. Escher.

Palace Huis ten Bosch

Palace Huis ten Bosch (House in the Woods) is located in the beautiful Haagse Bos. In August 1980 it became the permanent Royal Residence of Queen Beatrix and her family. "Huis ten Bosch" was built in 1654 as a summer residence for Amalia van Solms, wife of Stadtholder Frederick Hendrik, and was a rather small palace with a central hall and a dome surrounded by several rooms. After her husband's death in 1647, Amalia van Solms decided to dedicate this palace as a monument to him and had the artist Jacob van Campen create huge paintings in the Oranjezaal, reflecting the triumphs of his life. In 1739 Prince William IV added two large side wings. Huis ten Bosch was later used as a summer residence for the Royal families and has been restored many times between 1950 and 1981. It became the prime residence once more in 1981.
Important Landmarks
Binnenhof

There are many impressive historical buildings in The Hague but none with quite the impact of the "Binnenhof". The Binnenhof, or "Inner Court" was the courtyard of the counts of Holland, founded in the 13th century. Throughout the centuries the Binnenhof has been the centre of political life in The Netherlands and is still the seat of government to this day.

The Ridderzaal

The Ridderzaal or "Hall of Knights" is in the centre of the Binnenhof. Beautifully constructed with an oak roof, it measures 38.9 meters long, 17.80 meters wide and 25.74 meters high. Originally built as a great hall for hunting parties for the counts of Holland, it signifies the origin of The Hague: Den Haag is the popular name for the official "'s-Gravenhage", which literally means "the Counts hedge". Small shops and offices were constructed around the Ridderzaal, thus forming the village "Die Haghe", which at present is the historical centre of the city. Since 1904 the ceremony of opening parliament takes place in the Ridderzaal each year. It provides a perfect setting for conferences, government dignitaries and guests of the Royal Family. The twelve provincial flags displayed in the Ridder¬zaal add a very colourful note, as do the stained glass windows with the coat of arms of the major Dutch cities.

Second Chamber

A new and modern meeting hall for the Second Chamber was opened in 1992. Designed by Dutch architect Pi de Bruin, the building forms an unity with the adjacent buildings including the historic Binnenhof, the former Ministries of Justice and Colonies and Hotel Centraal, all constructed in the 19th century. A walled-in fortification with its own character, the new building offers a harmonious link with seven centuries of construction. Three floors of three meeting blocks lead on to the central hall, which carries the focus in the design. The Second Chamber meeting hall is a semi-circle, making a clear distinction between the private and separate responsibilities of the government and the House of Representatives. The gallery seats 230. The colours used in the hall reflect the Dutch landscape with green on the floors and a slightly domed azure ceiling. The chairs (there are no benches) are cobalt blue and shaped like a calyx (tulip). The former hotel and the two Ministries are incorporated into the design and used by the different parties. 

Political buildings

Entering the Binnenhof from the Buitenhof (Outer Court) you can see on your left and right the buildings of the Stadtholders Quarters, now in use for the First and Second Chamber of the States General. The First Chamber has 75 members, elected by the twelve Councils of Provincial States; the Second Chamber has 150 members representing more than ten political parties in The Netherlands, elected every four years directly by the people over 18 years old. There is a public gallery for those who wish to attend a meeting.

The War Crimes Tribunal 

The Hague has been home to the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia since 1993. The court has been tasked with trying those suspected of having committed crimes during the civil war in the former Yugoslavia. The suspected war criminals are being held at the Scheveningen Prison in The Hague. 

Peace Palace 
At the end of the 19th century Czar Nicolas II of Russia invited the leading nations of the world to a conference to discuss international arbitration. Twenty-six countries took part in this conference which was held in The Hague in 1899 and which has gone down in history as the First Hague Peace Conference. It was decided to set up a Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague. This was originally very modestly housed, but in 1903 Andrew Carnegie, an American millionaire of Scottish descent donated the sum of 1.5 million dollars for the construction and upkeep of a palace to serve as a home for this permanent court. It was given the name Peace Palace. All nations contributed towards the construction of the Peace Palace with characteristic national craftsmanship: wrought iron gates from Germany, stained glass windows from Great Britain, the marble statue "Justice by Peace" from the United States, the bronze entrance door from Belgium and the clock in the tower from Switzerland.
The Peace Palace in The Hague is now home to a number of international judicial institutions, including the International Court of Justice (ICJ) or World Court, the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), the renowned Peace Palace Library, as well as the Hague Academy of International Law, which attracts law students from all over the world every summer.

The New Church – 1650

The Hague distinguishes itself. The New Church, opposite to the Dance & Music Theatre, is believed to be the most beautiful Dutch Church of the 17th century. A thorough restoration brought light to the ingeniously constructed ceiling, which is still admired by contemporary architects. Apart from concerts, the New Church is often used for receptions and parties. In the garden behind the church you find the grave of Spinoza, a famous Dutch philosopher.

The Old Townhall

The history of the old townhall at the Groenmarkt in the city centre goes back nearly 600 years. The oldest parts are the 14th century cellars. In the 16th century new wings were constructed and by the 18th century new structures were added. Since the opening of the new city hall on the Spui, the old city hall is used exclusively for stylish weddings and official receptions.

St.James' Church

In 1987 HM Queen Beatrix reopened St.James' Church (Grote Kerk of St.Jacobskerk) after a thorough restoration of the stylish structure to its glory of the 16th century. In this church, next to the old townhall, many members of the Royal Family were baptised and married. St.James' Church has been provided with amenities so that the centre satisfies current requirements. And so this imposing church is highly suitable for large receptions, exhibitions, symposia and concerts.

The Royal Theatre

The sister of Stadtholder William V, princess Carolina and her husband Lord Karel Christiaan van Nassau-Weilburg chose the Korte Voorhout in The Hague as their future residence (1760). They bought some houses for an architect to start to build a humble palace. In 1802 it was decided that the palace, which was never finished, would be restored and it is now used as a theatre, the Royal Theatre (Koninklijke Schouwburg).
A new heart for The Hague

The Hague new centre

Towards the end of the 20th century, a completely new centre was built adjacent to the historic centre of The Hague, called The Hague New Centre. It involves the area around the Utrechtsebaan up to the Prinsegracht, with new shops, apartments, and offices. Streets and squares were renovated, existing department stores were revamped, and accessibility was improved to an important extent. More than 33 projects were realised with the collaboration of 36 nationally and internationally renowned architects, such as Sjoerd Soeters, Richard Koek, Rob Krier, Michael Graves, Cesar Pelli and Joan Busquests. The Hague being built on the edge of the sea, there is no ring road for through traffic. To improve accessibility and depressurise the city centre, a ´ring´ was created around the centre. A system of ring roads will be constructed around the city. The junction of the transport system lies in the inner city, which is why there is a Souterrain underneath the Grote Marktstraat. This is a tram tunnel, which is 1,5 km long with stations and underground car park. The Koningstunnel (car tunnel), part of the inner square, was brought into use in July 2000 and connects the busy arterial roads near the Central Station. Above ground, trams, cyclists and pedestrians will be given better access to the Malieveld and the centre. 

More than 26.000 jobs have been created in the centre distributed over 800.000 m2 offices and 80.000 m2 of catering and shops. Furthermore, 21.500 m2 of cultural institutions and 2.150 new apartments, of which 1.000 above shops, were added. 200.000 m2 of paved roads were renewed and 10.000 m2 of new green areas were created. Unfortunately, the many construction activities will continue to cause traffic diversions and building sites in the next few years.

The new townhall

The new townhall, a design by American architect, Richard Meier, opened its doors to the public on the Spuikwartier in 1995. The large, white building includes an extensive atrium and accommodates the townhall, a public library and the municipal records department. It is a new office for a few thousand civil servants, but also serves as a meeting point for the Hague citizens. The building has two office wings, forming a wall to the glass-covered atrium. This is a meeting place for The Hague population.

New district 'de Resident' 

This urban development plan features offices and 320 houses, with contributions from a team of national and international architects and should provide a good 

transition from the old to the new and leafy town.

Spuiplein

The square on the Spui is first and foremost a unique concentration of cultural organisations, uniting visual arts, video, film, dance and music. The Dr. Anton Philipszaal with 1890 seats is home to the Dutch Royal Orchestra and stages anything from classical music performances to piano recitals and pop music. The hall can be adapted to house large audiences attending pop concerts or smaller audiences at chamber concerts. It boasts great acoustics. The Lucent Danstheater is unique in that it is the only theatre in the world built and decorated specifically for dance performances. Designed by Rem Koolhaas, the hall is constructed such that all 23 rows and 1001 chairs offer a good view of the stage. It is home to the Netherlands Dance Theatre. Theater aan het Spui is the ideal theatre for theatrical producers. Moreover, the Hague centre for visual arts runs its office from the theatre.The Spuiplein also features the Nieuwe Kerk, dating back to 1650. No longer used for services, the church is now used for exhibitions, concerts, lunches and dinners.
Scheveningen and Kijkduin

Scheveningen

The history of Scheveningen goes back as far as the twelfth century when the first settlement appeared along the sea creating a fishing community. Scheveningen gained fame in the early nineteenth century when Jacob Pronk, a member of a fishing family, decided to open a bathhouse on the beach. At the site where the Kurhaus now stands he built a wooden hut to which extensions were continuously added. Scheveningen became a health spa where the rich and affluent would regularly spend months or where they had second homes built. In 1885 the Kurhaus was built. This splendid hotel boasted a lounge where many concerts were performed. In the nineteen seventies it was decided to knock down all old buildings along the Promenade, including the Kurhaus. 

Scheveningen was to become a modern seaside resort where people could come for a holiday both in summer and in winter. In addition, it was to offer attractive facilities for business people. After fierce protests from The Hague citizens, it was decided to renovate the Kurhaus instead. The other buildings, however, were taken down and replaced by a modern seaside resort offering a Casino, Pathé and the famous Circus Theatre. Scheveningen has much to offer to every tourist, with any budget: cosy family hotels with bed and breakfast and first class hotels which fulfil all wishes; tiny picturesque pubs or terraces and the finest restaurants. In the Palace Promenade a wide range of shops is open 7 days a week and, in summer, until 22.00 hrs. Moreover you find entertainment and snacks. Outside, the Boulevard runs 6 kilometres along seashore with rows of interesting shops, restaurants and open-air terraces. In addition, there is the Pier, The Kurhaus Square with international cuisine, quality live music and nightlife. Moreover in the main season Scheveningen offers events and festivals almost every day.

The Kurhaus

The Kurhaus itself opened in 1885. The Golden Book got a royal start with the signature of the 13-year-old guest Princess Wilhelmina, grandmother of Queen Beatrix. Soon sovereigns, leaders of state and other celebrities such as Hirohito, Harry Truman and Igor Strawinsky followed. Stars such as Dietrich, Piaff and Chevalier, but also the Rolling Stones, graced the acoustically superb concert-hall, the Kurzaal, with their presence. It is now a national monument. The Kurzaal is an exact replica of the original concert-hall, which was torn down and rebuilt. Thanks to a f.700 million face-lift, Scheveningen has made its next step into the future as one of Europe's most up-to-date seasonal resorts.

The Pier

The Pier extending 400 meters into the sea with its four "islands" was built around 1900 as a wooden promenade above the sea. It burned down in 1943, but in 1961 the Pier was rebuilt out of cement and officially reopened. Nowadays the Pier offers shops, restaurants a picnic area and sun decks, amongst others.

Museum Beelden aan Zee

The Museum BEELDEN AAN ZEE, -Sculptures by the sea is built around an old Pavilion erected in 1826 by King William 1,200 m. from the Kurhaus, on the Boulevard in Scheveningen. A quiet place with sculptures of man, large and small, made of bronze and stone, tender, harsh, sad and cheerful. Sculptures of contemporary man in which we recognize our own experiences and moods. The work of the well-known Dutch architect Wim Quist is at its best in this museum, in its surprising variety in size, light, shape and level. In large and small halls, on patios and terraces the collection of mr. and mrs. Scholten-Miltenburg has found a unique haven near the sea. An impressive bronze monument of the royal family has its permanent place on one of the patios. From the intimacy of the museum one has a surprising view of sea and clouds. A silent sensation. 

In addition to the museum's own collection there are regularly special exhibitions of contemporary sculptors.
The Hague Beachstadium

The Hague Beachstadium is a supreme beachside location for team-building sessions, management training, event marketing or sports and relaxation. The stadium offers you a unique venue for large-scale meetings and events, whether it’s a product launch or a day full of activities such as beach volleyball or kiting. In the summer, between June and August it is the home for the finales of Beach sports, as Beach Volleybal, Beach Soccer, Beach Hockey, Beach Tennis and Beach Handball. 
Kijkduin

Kijkduin is a cosy seaside resort in a dune area. Visitors to The Hague find it a relaxing place, compact, yet offering its guests a fine selection of facilities. Kijkduin has an all season shopping centre and a long row of restaurants, bars and terraces overlooking the sea. The shopping centre has fifty different shops, offering various goods ranging from daily necessities to interesting and exclusive gifts. Many good bargains can be found in the Kijkduin promenade. The beach attracts many visitors. Deck chairs and parasols can be rented drinks and sandwiches can be purchased at snackbars. The many terraces on the boulevard offer a splendid view over the North Sea, while you enjoy a drink or meal - you shouldn't miss the famous "poffertjes" - Dutch mini pancakes. With regard to both Scheveningen and Kijkduin: going for a horse-ride in de dunes, cycling or taking an easy walk there, can give your stay an extra highlight.

For a number of years, the Kijkduin district has been the backdrop for an two year annual event called Boulevard des Sculptuur. As usual, it will take place from mid-May to early June. Over forty glass, bronze and stone sculptures will be on display at Deltaplein and along the boulevard. By night, the artwork will be lighted, which will create a fabulous ambiance.

Kijkduin recreational centre

Surrounded by dunes, situated directly on the sea and bordering a splendid nature reserve, you will find Kijkduinpark recreational centre set in grounds of more than 40 hectares. The park comprises a splendidly situated four-star campsite offering perfect camping facilities and chalets, as well as the Ockenburgh Resort with 203 spacious dune chalets, open all year round. Within a stone's throw  there are swimming, cycling, horse-riding, sailing and golfing facilities. From the recreational park it is only 15 minutes to The Hague centre.
Museums in The Hague

Visitors to The Hague can choose from a wide variety of museums, ranging from famous 17th century paintings in the Mauritshuis and contemporary art in the Municipal Art Museum to smaller, specialised collections, including interesting items such as puppets or medieval manuscripts.
You can visit the following museums and attractions with the vouchers in your press kit.

Museums in or near city centre: 

Escher in het Paleis (Escher in the Palace)
Lange Voorhout 74
2514 EH The Hague
T 0031-70-427 77 30
www.escherinhetpaleis.nl

A must-see attraction housed at the Paleis Museum on prestigious Lange Voorhout. The entire oeuvre of the world-famous Dutch graphic artist M.C. Escher (1898-1972) is on permanent display in this museum. Maurits Cornelis Escher’s work is admired by millions of people around the world. They will now be given the opportunity to admire the permanent Escher exhibition at the Paleis Museum. The earlier work by the artist is shown on the ground floor, while his post-war creations are showcased on the second floor. The exhibition includes drawings, objects, books and banknotes. The exhibition is a three-dimensional experience offering a completely new perspective on art.
Mauritshuis
Korte Vijverberg 8
2513 AB The Hague
T 0031-70-302 34 35
www.mauritshuis.nl
The Mauritshuis, known as the Royal Gallery of Paintings, is relatively small - the "cosiest of the world's great museums". It was built in the 17th century as a palace for Count Johan Maurits van Nassau, a widely travelled aristocrat and bon vivant. The Mauritshuis is located next to the Binnenhof and overlooks the “Hofvijver" or Court Lake. The collection consists of many fine masterpieces. Among the 16 Rembrandts, there are outstanding works such as the "Lesson in Anatomy of Dr. Tulp", "David and Saul", "The two Negroes" and three masterful self-portraits. Of the thirty Vermeers known to exist the Mauritshuis has three in its collection: the widely reproduced "Girl with the Pearl", "The View of Delft" and "Diana with the Nymphs". There are also thirteen paintings by Jan Steen, which depict Dutch daily life in the 17th century. The museum has works from other Dutch masters such as Frans Hals, Ruysdael and the famous painting "The young Bull" by Paulus Potter. The Flemish School is represented by artists such as Rubens, Van Dijck and Jordaens. Mauritshuis was completely restored between 1982 and 1987, during which a selection of the masterpieces was sent on an extended tour throughout the United States, Canada, France and Japan. The renovation of the three hundred-year old building included restoration of all museums’ paintings as well as building an additional underground level with a coffeeshop, library, research facilities and a study centre for 17th century art and culture.
Museum de Gevangenpoort (Prison gate museum)
Buitenhof 33
2513 AH The Hague
T 0031-70-346 08 61
www.gevangenpoort.nl
Gem & Fotomuseum The Hague (Museum for contemporary art and Photomuseum)
Stadhouderslaan 43
2517 HV The Hague
T 0031-70-338 11 33
www.gem-online.nl en www.fotomuseumdenhaag.nl



Gemeentemuseum The Hague (Municipal Museum)
Stadhouderslaan 41
2517 HV The Hague
T 0031-70-338 11 11
www.gemeentemuseum.nl

The Hague Municipal Museum (Gemeentemuseum Den Haag) is the city's largest museum housed in the well-known building desig¬ned by the famous Dutch architect H.P.Berlage in 1935. The museum has various sections, for example Modern Art (19th and 20th century), Design, Gallery of Prints, Old Crafts and Music. Works by Piet Mondriaan, as well as paintings and sculptures from the 19th and 20th century, including The Hague School. The Arts and Crafts Section displays exquisite Hague silverware, fine Egyptian, Roman and Venetian glass, old Dutch porcelain, Persian earthenware and Italian ceramics. The Dutch painter Karel Appel who lives in New York and is known as a member of the Cobra Group - donated 50 of his drawings to this museum. Each year at least two drawings are added. One of the most fascinating sections is the Music Gallery - a major collection of 2.500 musical instruments from the 15th century from all parts of the world. As these instruments have been carefully restored it is still possible to demonstrate most of them. Since 1985 the Netherlands Costume Museum has establis¬hed its permanent collection "World of Fashion" in a special wing which was added later.
Museon (Museum for education)
Stadhouderslaan 37
2517 HV The Hague
T 0031-70-338 13 38
www.museon.nl 
In the Museon, built next to The Hague Municipal Museum and the Omniversum, visitors are told a fascinating story: the origin of our planet. In an area measuring more than 5.000 square meters, numerous exhibits show various aspects of life, culture and customs of faraway countries, the achievements in science and technology. The Museon holds a unique place among the museums in the Netherlands; even in Western Europe no comparable institution can be found. The Museon is supplied with the most advanced exhibition techniques, audio-visual material, and special objects, moving models and many colour photographs. The final result is fascinating for both children and adults. 

Panorama Mesdag
Zeestraat 65
2518 AA The Hague
T 0031-70-310 66 65
www.panorama-mesdag.nl

The world's largest circular painting can be found in The Hague: the fascinating Mesdag Panorama shows how the old fishing village of Scheveningen, with its sand dunes, seascape and wind - swept skies, appeared in 1881. Measuring 14 m in height and 120 m. in circumference, it covers 1680 m. The artist responsible, the eminent marine painter Hendrik Willem Mesdag, was assisted by his wife Sientje and three other painters. A specimen of the first optical mass media, the Mesdag Panorama presents a baffling illusion of reality. It is world-famous both as an optical illusion as a highly significant example of the work of the Hague School of pain¬ting. In the gallery attached to the "cinema of the 19th century" there is a large collection of paintings and watercolours by Mesdag and Sientje.
Haags Historisch Museum (The Hague historical museum)
Korte Vijverberg 7
2513 AB The Hague
T 0031-70-364 69 40
www.haagshistorischmuseum.nl 

Museum Bredius
Lange Vijverberg 14
2513 AC The Hague
T 0031-70-362 07 29
www.museumbredius.nl
Louis Couperusmuseum
Javastraat 17
2585 AB The Hague
T 0031-70-364 06 53


Museum voor Communicatie (Museum for Communication)
Zeestraat 80-82
2518 AD The Hague
T 0031-70-330 75 00
www.muscom.nl

Museum Meermanno - Huis van het Boek (Museum for books)
Prinsessegracht 30
2514 AP The Hague
T 0031-70-346 27 00
www.meermanno.nl


Museum Mesdag
Laan van Meerdervoort 7f
2517 AB The Hague
T 0031-70-362 14 34
www.museummesdag.nl 


Museums in or near Scheveningen: 

Museum Beelden aan Zee (Sculptures by the Sea)
Harteveltstraat 1
2586 EL The Hague
T 0031-70-358 58 57
www.beeldenaanzee.nl 

The Museum Sculptures by the Sea (Beelden aan Zee) was built below the 180-year old Von Wied Pavilion along the Scheveningen Promenade. The museum was opened as a private initiative in September 1994 and focuses on contemporary human experiences and moods expressed in large, small, bronze, stone, sad and happy statues. From an architectonic viewpoint, the museum is unique due to the fascinating changes in dimension, incidence of light, shape and level. The distinctive collection is accommodated in large and small rooms, on patios and terraces. Temporary exhibitions are organised regularly. The museum also offers visitors a splendid view of the sea and sky. 
Muzee Scheveningen 
Neptunusstraat 92
2586 GT The Hague
T 0031-70-350 08 30
www.muzee.nl 

Museumschip Hr Ms Mercuur (Navyship museum)
Dr Lelykade (second harbour Scheveningen)
2583 BH The Hague
T 0031-70-354 03 15

Other locations: 

Haags Openbaar Vervoer Museum (The Hague Public Transport Museum)
Parallelweg 224
2525 NL The Hague
T 0031-70-445 15 59
www.hovm.nl 

Letterkundig Museum & Kinderboekenmuseum (Literary museum and museum for children’s books)
Prins Willem-Alexanderhof 5
2595 BE The Hague
T 0031-70-333 96 66
www.letterkundigmuseum.nl 


Loosduins Museum de Korenschuur (Museum of Loosduinen, the Korenschuur)
Margaretha van Hennebergweg 2a
2552 BA The Hague
T 0031-70-397 33 42
www.loosduinsmuseum.nl 


Attractions

SEA LIFE Scheveningen

Strandweg 13

2586 JK The Hague

T 0031-70-354 21 00

www.sealife.nl
Below the waves of the North Sea there lies a world filled with amazing creatures, a world practically no man ever sees. Visitors join a trip through the breakers to the deep, black depths of the sea and come eye to eye with hundreds of sea creatures, including shrimps, starfishes, crabs, rays, sea-eels and sharks. There are ten large and small tanks, which together feature 70 different forms of sea life. Each tank focuses on one particular aspect of sea life, but the centre of all the excitement is the transparent tunnel leading through the largest tank containing some 150.000 litres of seawater.

Omniversum (IMAX movie theatre)

President Kennedylaan 5

2517 JK The Hague

T 0031-(0)900 66648 37 (€0,35 p/min.) for reservations. 

www.omniversum.nl

The Omniversum is Europe's first IMAX theatre, where visitors can experience the adventurous "Omnimax" shows. Omnimax is an extra-ordinary 70-mm system, which projects film on a screen 6 stories high! In the comfortable 300 seat amphitheatre, you fly through space, projected on the super large screen dome (840 square meters), you experience the creation of earth with the formi¬dable sound of volcanic eruptions coming at you from 40 loud¬speakers. With the digistar computerised planetarium projector the stars can be shown, not only as we see them from earth, but also from completely different vantage points in the universe. An exciting adventure in space and time.
Madurodam

George Maduroplein 1

2584 RZ The Hague

T 0031-70-416 24 00

www.madurodam.nl
Every year, more than 1.2 million people enjoy a visit to the miniature town of Madurodam. Famous buildings, both historic and modern, busy traffic, trains, planes and polders, everything is built to a scale of 1:25. Madurodam was built with the capital put up by Mr. and Mrs. Maduro and was first opened in 1952 by Princess Beatrix. She was mayor to the town for more than 25 years and is still patron. The miniature town has its own city council, comprised of pupils from different secondary schools in The Hague. Madurodam has recently undergone extensive expansions and in addition to the town now also features the ever-lasting battle fought by the Dutch with the water. The entrance to Madurodam consists of a lighthouse, a symbolic wave and two dikes. The park features new miniature constructions to explain the past, the present and the future of Dutch towns and cities in greater detail. In short, Madurodam shows the Netherlands in a nutshell.
Drievliet

Laan van 's-Gravenmade

The Hague

T 0031-70-399 93 05

www.drievliet.nl

The Drievliet Recreation Park offers a day's relaxation and amusement. Included in the entry price is unlimited use of all the sideshows and playgrounds. It features a monorail, chair o'plane "Orkaan" (Hurricane) cave of laughs, Turbo jet, recre¬ation ground with auto scooters, "The Pirate", emotion track, electric merry-go-round, scooter boats, train "Old 99", wild water rafting, roller coaster, bar, restaurant and terraces.
Holland Casino

Kurhausweg 1
2587 RT The Hague/Scheveningen
T 0031-70-306 77 77

www.hollandcasino.nl
Holland Casino Scheveningen is established in a remarkable building, right opposite the Kurhaus. The interieur and exterieur of the casino have a maritime design, offering oceans of space for the latest games and a good time out. Experience the excitement at one of the game tables or take a gamble at the slot machines situated at the Jackpot Club. Even watching others play while you are enjoying a drink at one of the bars or during lunch or dinner at our Brasserie is exciting. A visit to Holland Casino Scheveningen is always a memorable night out. Holland Casino Scheveningen has put together a number of attractive packages for groups from 8 people.
Duinrell

Duinrell 1

2242 JP Wassenaar

T 0031-70-5155155

www.duinrell.nl
The Duinrell Recreation Centre lies in the dunes and woods behind the sea over an area of 1.000.000 square meters. Apart from a large campsite, the numerous attractions can really fill your day: animated shows with frogs and insects, trampo¬lines, midget golf, playgrounds, boating ponds, minitrains, etcetera, etcetera. Duinrell's indoor Tiki Pool features, reputedly, the world's longest water-slides (500 meters). Apart from this there are saunas, a footbath, whirlpool, slumber room, a roof terrace and a fantastic open-air swimming pool.
Duindigt racecourse (horse) 
Waalsdorperlaan 29

2244 BN Wassenaar

T 0031-70-314 87 40

www.renbaanduindigt.nl

The racecourse Duindigt is located in a wooded area, just outside The Hague. Duindigt forms an ideal destination for an afternoon excursion. At the racecourse, sheltered air-conditioned stands, restaurants and bars offer you a pleasant and comfortable stay. A totalizer provides all the excitement you may wish. Flat- and trotting races are organised from the middle of March until the middle of November Wednesday's and Sunday's.

Theatres
Lucent Dans Theater

Schedeldoekshaven 60 

2511 EN The Hague

T 0031-70-880 01 00

www.ndt.nl

The Lucent Dans Theater accommodates the very best of the Dutch dance industry, the Nederlands Dans Theater. Designed and realised in 1987 by Rem Koolhaas, this unique building is filled with architectural novelties, including the corrugated roof in the hall, the futuristic sky bar, the excellent acoustics and the expansive stage, also suitable for dinners seating 500 or receptions of up to 1000 persons. Each and every one of the 1001 seats offers the possibility to enjoy the performances of grace, power, flexibility and dynamics to the full. The Netherlands Dance Theatre was first established in 1959 and now ranks among the world's leading modern dance companies. Every year the company tours abroad extensively. 

Dr. Anton Philipszaal

Spuiplein 150

2511 DG The Hague

T 0031-70-880 03 00

www.ldt.nl
The Dr. Anton Philipszaal, opened in 1988, is home to the Residentie Orkest. With around 1890 seats, the hall is not only used for classical performances, but for all types of music, from piano recitals to jazz and pop music. The hall can be rearranged for chamber concerts, which generally attract smaller numbers. For pop concerts the chairs can be stored underneath the stage, leaving the hall free to accommodate around 2500 people.

The Circus Theatre

Circusstraat 4 

2586 CW The Hague (Scheveningen)

T 0031-70-416 76 00

www.fortiscircustheater.nl
The name 'Circus Theater' or Circus Theatre, is no more than a reminder of the early days of this international theatre, which stages the best in music, opera, musicals and cabaret. It has seen great performances by famous names including Yehudi Menuhin, Joan Sutherland, Elezabeth Schwartzkopf, Margot Fonteyn and Rudolf Nureyev as well as performances by well-known Dutch stand-up comedians. The Circus Theatre was built in 1904 as a permanent circus accommodation. Famous circuses such as Althoff, Sarrasani and Strassbourg have performed here. The building was fully renovated in 1963 and converted into a theatre. In 1990, media and entertainment magnate, Joop van den Ende bought the theatre for a token sum of NLG 1. The building was refurbished and opened in 1992 with the musical "The Phantom of the Opera".

World Forum
Churchillplein 10 

2517 JW The Hague  

T 0031-70-306 62 28
www.worldforum.nl

The Prince Willem Alexander Hall, named after the Dutch Crown Prince, is the main hall of World Forum. Apart from congresses and meetings also concerts, ballets and cabarets are given here on an inter¬national level. Each year, in July, the Prince Willem Alexander Hall for example is the number one hall of the World famous North Sea Jazz Festival.

Other theatres

Apart from these four theatres and halls The Hague has much more cultural baggage to offer. In spite of the more national or local character we name the Koninklijke Schouwburg with top Dutch theatre performances, the Appel Theatre and Diligentia, the Pepijn Theatre for jazz and blues fans as well as a Puppet Theatre.
Parks & Gardens
Green in the city

Considering the population density of the Netherlands, visitors to The Hague are amazed to find such an abundance of green throughout the city. Parks, forests, dunes and numerous open green spaces occupy over 430 square miles are efficiently maintained by the city's parks and recreation department. Here you find the "green musts" of The Hague.

Westbroekpark

The Westbroekpark (20 hectares) is known for its beautifully landscaped lawns and colourful flowerbeds. Each year it hosts the International Rose Competition in the Rosarium, which contains over 20.000 roses. Growers from over two dozen countries participate annually, competing for the "Golden Rose Award".

Clingendael

This former private estate (54 hectares) offers a magnificent variety: paths wandering through woods and meadows, 200 kinds of rhododendrons blooming in spring and summer, and the unique Japanese Garden, planted and landscaped completely in Japanese style, which is only open 6 weeks per year, from May to mid-June.

Haagse Bos

The Hague Woods (105 hectares) were the former hunting grounds of the Dutch counts. Nowadays it is a beautiful park with lakes, often used for skating in winter. The location of the Queen's palace "Huis ten Bosch" in the middle of these woods gives it a definite royal flavour.

Zuiderpark

The Zuiderpark (110 hectares) is one of the many parks in The Hague with recreational facilities. It has a large sporting complex, also used by the local soccer club, a children's farm and a botanical garden. The large open space is a popular place for pop-concerts, such as the annual free of charge Park Pop Festival.

Meyendel

For those who prefer a dune-type landscape, Meyendel is just the right area. Walking tours with explanations about the plants and small animals in the dunes are organised and visi¬tors can follow natural routes with the help of an information booklet.

These are just the green highlights of The Hague. As a visitor you will automatically pass several other parks and woods, such as the Scheveningse Bosjes (92 hectares), the Bosjes van Poot (30 hectares), the Bosjes van Pex (12 hectares) or Park Ockenburgh (38 hectares)

Wining and dining in The Hague

	Restaurant


	Style
	kitchen
	pricing
	location

	Calla’s

Michelin star restaurant, hidden in a tiny alley. For those of you with a demanding tongue, Calla's is a must go. The chef is Mr. Marcel van der Kleijn. 

Laan van Roos en Doorn 51a, T 0031-70-345 58 66, (closed on Sunday and Monday), www.restaurantcallas.nl.
	(
	Fr
	€€€
	C

	Restaurant Savelberg 

Restaurant-Hotel Savelberg, worthy of the royal residence, offers you first class hospitality and top quality dining in a relaxing environment

Oosteinde 14, 2271 EH Voorburg , T 0031-70-387 20 81, www.restauranthotelsavelberg.nl. 
	(
	Fr
	€€€
	

	Kandinsky (in the Steigenberger Kurhaus Hotel)

À la carte restaurant Kandinsky serves culinary highlights in an intimate and quiet environment. Gevers Deynootplein 30, 2586 CK Den Haag, T 0031-70-4162636, www.kurhaus.nl
	
	It

/ Fr
	€€€
	Sch

	Maxime

New restaurant on the Denneweg with a good value for money fixed menu at 28 euro. Same owner as Calla’s. Denneweg 10b, T 0031-70-3609224
	
	Fr


	€€
	C



	Seinpost

Fishrestaurant where not only the food is special. This restaurant is on top of a dune. Zeekant 60, Scheveningen, T 0031-70- 355 52 50, www.seinpost.nl. 
	(
	Fr
	€€€
	Sch

	Le Bistro de la Place

French, French, French! Le bistro de la place does not make any concessions to the international taste. French wine, French dishes, French chef, and even the interior is in old French style. Closed on Saturdays and Sundays. Plaats 27, T 0031-70-3643327. 
	
	Fr
	€€
	C

	Bodega de Posthoorn

One of the best places of The Hague to have lunch if you like omelettes, saté and sherry. Lange Voorhout 39a, 2514 EC Den Haag, T 0031-70-360 49 06.
	
	Fr
	€
	C

	 Harbour Club
The place-to-be in the harbour of Scheveningen with a trendy atmosphere. Sushi, high tea, fresh fish or steak it is all possible. This restaurant even offers you a breakfast buffet.
	
	
	€€
  
	Sch


	Oker
Oker is a tasteful restaurant in one of the most beautiful area of the Hague. It’s also possible to order various small dishes. 
	
	
	€€


	

	WOX

A perfect mix of Japanese and European dishes with a fantastic wine menu. Buitenhof 36, T 0031-70 365 37 54. 
	(
	Fus
	€€
	C

	ZouitdeZee (Directly out of the Sea)

What else can it be with a name like this than fish? But that does not mean you cannot find meat dishes on the menu. Not everybody is a fish lover! 

Hooikade 14, T 0031-70 346 26 03. 
	(
	Fr
	€€
	C

	Watertanden

It's risky business when a restaurant is called "mouth-watering". But Watertanden is definitely mouth-watering. Mallemolen 10-A, T 0031-70-427 78 88, Closed on Monday. 
	
	M
	€€
	C

	Solo Vino
In this Italian Winebar you can taste various Italian wines accompanied by matching snacks. The assortment consists of 30 wines per glass and more than 100 wines per bottle.
	
	I

	€€
	Sch


	Dekxels

Atmospheric restaurant combined trendy and classic. As the menu, which is French with Thai and Japanese accents. Denneweg 130, 2514 CL Den Haag,   

T 0031-70-3659788. www.dekxels.nl 
	(
	Fus
	€€
	C

	Ristorante Impero Romano

Italian haute cuisine where lots of famous political guest have diner. Kazernestraat 146, T 0031-70-3632425.  
	
	It
	€€
	C

	Garoeda

This Indonesian restaurant opened in 1949 and is still famous for their Indonesian rice table. Kneuterdijk 18a, T 0031-70-346 53 19, www.garoeda.nl.
	
	In
	€
	C

	Cheung Wing, Chinese seafood restaurant

Eat as many dim sums as you can! The Chinese people in The Hague love it here. Gedempte Burgwal 43, T 0031-70-364 49 30, www.cheungwing.nl. 
	
	Ch
	€
	C

	Scallywags

English tearoom with charming English owner Richard. Serves ‘home-made cakes and pies’. Wagenstraat 117, T 0031-70-363 34 48. 
	(
	Br
	€
	C

	Casa Caroni Enoteca

Italian wine importer introduced the Enoteca to The Hague. Taste the Italian wines in this trendy winebar. Oude Molstraat 11-a, T 0031-70-363 59 19.
	(
	It
	€
	C

	Dudok

Grandcafé in old bank building. You will find the political editors of newspapers and tv news programs here. The Dudok apple pie is famous and awarded frequently. Hofweg 1a, 2511 AA Den Haag, T 0031-70-8900100, www.dudok.nl
	(
	Du
	€
	C

	‘t Goude Hooft

Oldest inn of The Hague with still that old atmosphere. T 0031-70-3469713.
	
	Du
	€
	C

	Basaal

Classics with a twist. Dunne bierkade 3, T 0031-70- 427 68 88, www.basaal.net
	(
	Fr
	€
	C

	Lunchroom La Mano Maestra 

Serves many different coffees and cakes. T 0031-70-363 31 20.
	(
	It
	€
	C

	La Galleria
La Galleria is already 30 years trendsetter in terms of enjoying Italian food. La Galleria Restaurants distinguish from others by a modern classic interior and an extensive menu with lots of classics.
	
	It
	€€
	Sch

	Café-restaurant Gember

Gember is in the GEM en Photo museum. You can have diner and lunch in a cultural atmosphere. A seven meters high statue of sculpture artist David Bade is on the terrace. Stadhouderslaan 43, T 0031-70-338 12 63. 
	(
	
	€
	C

	Binnen

Trendy seventies style bar/restaurant under the Kurhaus Hotel. Sea view!

Strandweg 29a, T 0031-70-354 20 95.
	(
	
	€
	Sch

	The Raffles

Indonesian ricetable with a culinary twist in an authentic colonial restaurant. Javastraat 63, T 0031-70-3458587. 
	
	In
	€
	C

	Room
A cute restaurant for breakfast, lunch or diner. 
	
	
	€

	C


	Boterwaag

Grand Café Restaurant in an old building from 1682 where they used to weigh butter. Now they have lots of different beers from all over the world. Grote Markt 8a, T 0031-70-3659686. 
	
	Fr
	€
	C

	Wicked Wines

Wicked Wines is a restaurant and wine bar with a trendy nice atmosphere. 
	
	Int
	€€
	C

	Square

Trendy and classy restaurant/pub with international allure. The place to meet & greet and to wine & dine.  
	
	
	€€
	C

	Crystal
Crystal offers great wines, great food and excellent service in the centre of the City centre of The Hague. 
	
	
	€€
	C

	Little V
Hip and well decorated Asian place. A stylised out-of-the-way street with the familiar Vietnamese street food: between Thai and Chinese.
	
	
	€€
	C

	RaaR
An true experience! 
	
	Int
	€€
	Sch

	Phonsawan (Thai)

Excellent Thaïs food in a pleasant and modern atmosphere. 
	
	
	€
	

	Restaurant les Ombrelles
A extraordinary fish restaurant situated in a beautiful part of The Hague City Centre. With free parking in the evening. 
	(
	
	€€
	C

	Choix du Chef
A restaurant with a fair french/meditaeanean food with small influences of the dutch kitchen.
	
	M/DU
	€€€
	

	It Rains Fishes
It Rains Fishes has a french oriented menu with some exotic accents. The kitchen only uses high-quality food as fish, lobster, oysters and the best meat. 
	
	Fr
	€€
	C

	MAX

At MAX you can have wonderful dishes from the far east and the Mediterranean. Prinsestraat 42a, T 0031-70-4276168.
	(
	In
	€
	C

	Oni, Japanese dining

The trendiest Japanese restaurant in town serves everything form sushi to bento-boxes. Prinsestraat 35, 2513 CA Den Haag, T 0031-70-3645240
	(
	Jap
	€€
	C


	€
	price indication

	(
	trendy

	(
	fishrestaurant

	Fr
	French kitchen

	It
	Italian kitchen

	In
	Indonesian kitchen

	Fus
	fusion kitchen

	M
	Mediteranean kitchen

	Ch
	Chinese kitchen

	Du
	Dutch kitchen

	Br
	British kitchen

	Jap
	Japanese kitchen

	C
	situated in The Hague Centre

	Sch
	situated in Scheveningen


Shopping in The Hague

There is no town, where you can find more (variety on) shops as in The Hague. Since The Hague became the cosmopolitan centre for diplomats and foreign visitors, this city has practically everything to offer in local and international goods. So, besides the usual daily shopping, you'll find quality, exquisite and avant-garde goods. The Hague fits anyone's budget. Those who love antiques, for example, can rely on the "arts and antiques walk" of The Hague's Visitors & Convention Bureau. It takes you along the most important streets in the old centre of the city, where you find the shops with antiques and curious goods. Besides this, the old city also is a good location to pick up original Dutch souvenirs. In the summer season you find on the Lange Voorhout in the towncentre the "antique market".
Prinsestraat

This upcoming shoppingstreet has many nice restaurants, trendy boutiques and stylish interior shops. Start at Donna Tienda on the corner next to the ‘Grote Kerk’ (Big Church). You find here a special mix of famous and quite unknown labels. Nextdoors is the most trendy hairdresser of The Hague located. You look like a real fashionmodel after a haircut at Hype!! Wwen is a good place for funshopping. With every week a new collection you find here funny gadgets, gifts and fashion. You love cooking? Even a professional cook is jealous of the collection kitchen utensils you can buy in ‘En Garde’. Did you get hungry of all this shopping? Don’t panic! In the Prinsenstraat you will find a selection of good restaurants. Japanese minimalism but with the original fine japanese taste rules at Oni Japanese dining. PUCK is synonymous to Pure Unique Californian Kitchen. For sure you will be surprised by the original tastes and bites. To enjoy a superb cocktail go to Max, where they also have a menu influenced on the Indonesian kitchen.

Donna Tienda

Kerkplein 6

070 364 12 61

Hype

Prinsestraat 4

070 362 75 55

WWEN

Prinsestraat 70

070 392 77 73

Max

Prinsestraat 42a

070 427 61 68
En Garde

Prinsestraat 63

070 364 73 52

Oni Japanese Dining

Prinsestraat 35

070 364 52 40

Haagsche Bluf

Amazing architecture in the middle of the old centre of The Hague. Some typical old dutch facades are copied and reconstucted  in de Haagsche Bluf, which gives a special mix of classic meets modern. A venician tower with 36 clocks reigns the area. You find here mostly ‘one brand stores’ like Bjorn Borg en Kipling next to sweet boutiques and shops with fashion items like  La Chemiserie  and Jewelz. If you are looking for a nice present try Oil & Vinegar and treat yourself with a delicious coffee from Kaldi. Sitting on the terrace of ‘de Haagsche Lounge’ enjoy the view of people passing by and if you’re lucky in summertime live music!

Bjorn Borg

Haagsche Bluf 38

070 392 18 72

Kipling

Haagsche Bluf 12

070 356 20 63

La Chemiserie Traditionelle

Haagsche Bluf 20

070 427 60 75

Jewelz

Haagsche Bluf 51

070 310 71 25

Oil & Vinegar

Haagsche Bluf 23

070 365 36 74

Kaldi Koffie

Haagsche Bluf 70

070 427 83 55
www.kaldi.nl
Haagsche Lounge

Haagsche Bluf 3

070 302 08 23

Noordeinde

Noordeinde is famous because the working palace of Queen Beatrix is located here. For ages this is the place to be for antique lovers. You will find galeries side by side with interior shops. For an extended collection of art and changing expositions visit ‘De Galerie’. If you are interested in Czech modern art have a look inside the ‘Bohemia Art Gallery’ next to the Royal Palace. Real Italian delicacies are made by ‘Mino’, and for homemade choclate to die for don’t miss the ‘Salon du Chocolat’. At Noordeinde there’s a places for everyone to eat. From modern mediterranean cuisine at Las Ochos to a fishparadise at ‘It Rains Fishes’.

De Galerie

Noordeinde 102 & 69

070 392 08 13

Bohemia Art Galery

Noordeinde 94

070 362 23 97

Mino delicatezze

Noordeinde 190a

070 362 09 45

Salon du Chocolat

Noordeinde 182

070 360 96 00

www.salonduchocolat.nl
Las Ocho

Noordeinde 196

070 310 79 53

It Rains Fishes

Noordeinde 123

070 365 25 98

Denneweg / Buurtschap 2005 

The uncrowned king of antique! This is the big brother of Noordeinde with a very high density of antique shops. LNW Style, Ottovanger Weiman and Denneweg 33, they will all proudly present you a unique collection. But the Denneweg has more to offer. At Inproc they still burn coffeebeans according to traditional methods and you can buy the original ‘Haagsche Kakker’ (The Hague Pompous Bastard) – typical hague bread. Just on the other side of the canal you will find a diversity of coffee and tea at Betjeman & Barton. And if you want to surprise your partner –or yourself of course- with a spectaculair dessert, try which one you like most at the ‘Dessertwinkel’ in Buurtschap 2005.

Do you want to enjoy some good food then Dekxels is to place to sit down. Eastern cuisine combined with classical french dishes in a trendy ambiance. If your legs need some rest after a day shopping have a glass of wine and order one of the 20 different ‘bites’ at Nul70. In the weekends ‘het Maliehuisje’ is a populair spot to have a drink after dinner.

LNW Style

Denneweg 180a

070 363 76 64

Ottevanger Weiman

Denneweg 134

070 356 08 32

Inproc 

Denneweg 126

070 346 15 41

Hans & Frans Hessing

Denneweg 128

070 3606204

Betjeman & Barton

Frederikstraat 3

070 362 34 35

www.betjemanandbarton.nl

Dekxels

Denneweg 130

070 365 97 88

Nul70

Denneweg 27

070 361 67 65

Maliehuisje

Maliestraat 8

070 345 64 82

Chinatown

The surroundings of the Wagenstraat are also called Chinatown of The Hague. Lots of authentic Chinese restaurants and small shops with all kind of eastern trinkets can be found here. If you are looking for a special chair, go to ‘Chairs’, a unique shop with chairs in all colors and styles. Maria Klawer makes personals items from ‘just ordinairy boxes’. She is the only one in Holland with a shop dedicated to boxes. At Scallywags Tearoom you will be welcomed by Richard who offers you an original high tea. You can eat brownies, cakes, scones…and more then one too! If can’t say goodbye to Richard you can eat in Scallywags, The Restaurant on the other side of the street. The area around the canals is named ‘Avenue Culinair’ with plenty of good restaurants. We suggest Basaal, with ‘back to basic’ food and design. And the afterdinner tip: ‘Paas’, with their enormous collection of beers from all over the world!

Chairs

Wagenstraat 167

070 363 17 80

Maria Klawer

Stille Veerkade 32

070 364 16 12

Scallywags Tearoom

Wagenstraat 117

070 363 34 48

Scallywags The Restaurant

Wagenstraat 144

070 363 34 48

Basaal

Dunne Bierkade 3

070 427 68 88

Paas

Dunne Bierkade 16a

070 360 00 19

Haute Couture & Fashion in The Hague

Anna van Toor 
Hoogstraat 29

T 0031-70-346 58 00

Sells designer fashion

Claudia Sträter
Hoogstraat 22

T 0031-70-364 58 22 

Sells own fashion line, fancy lady’s wear

Maison de Bonneterie
Gravenstraat 2

T 0031-70-330 53 00 

Warehouse like Marks & Spencer, delivers to the Royal court. 

Highlights: events & festivals
Events & Festivals

The Hague is a city for all reasons and seasons: no matter what time of the year you come to visit The Hague sparkles with over 70 big festivals and events a year! In winter you'll find indoor world sport champion ships as well as great international dramas and ballets, concerts and well known entertainers, or even the traditional "Carnaval do Rio". And coming to spring, summer or autumns the streets are bust¬ling with life and visitors really get caught up in the spirit of activity!

The Hague Festivals

www.thehaguefestivals.com

From 10 to 27 June The Hague’s main festival period takes place: The Hague Festivals. With more than 200 new and existing events, ranging from Parkpop and the Shopping Night to Festival Classique and Pink Saturday. The Hague Festivals offers the best cultural, musical and entertainment events for young and old alike. Well-known Hague events, such as Parkpop and Kinder Parkpop will, of course, form part of the Festivals. The Hague Shopping Night has been found to be a resounding success and on 17 June, the inner city of The Hague will once again open its doors until midnight, for an unforgettable shopping experience for fashionistas and recessionistas. 
Spring Fair

This fair, on the Lange Voorhout and banks of the Vijverberg next to the Binnenhof and Mauritshuis, is a 6-day celebration, due to two anniversaries April 30th, the birthday of the former Queen, Princess Juliana, and ends on Dutch Liberation Day, May the 5th.

Antique market

The Antique Market is a fascinating attraction every Thursday and Sunday between May and September. On the Lange Voorhout, opposite the former Palace, you will find a real market with all kinds of antiques, curious and books. There is always a wide variety of china, crystal, silver, but also furniture and paraphernalia. The Antique market is suited to everyone's taste and budget.

The antique weekend takes place in late summer. In addition to the traditional antiques market, antique shops in the town centre will open and antique auctions and lectures will be organised.

Friday night Fireworks

All year round Scheveningen features special family events. However, Friday night is absolutely Scheveningen Night. All summer, each Friday night at around 11.00, the famous fire¬works start from the Pier. And each year the official summer season is closed with the International Fireworks Festival: 2 or 3 displays of fireworks are held 3 nights long!

International Sand Sculpture Festival

For about two weeks, "builders" from many countries, including USA and Japan, will construct the most amazing works of art in sand. The International Sand Sculpture Festival takes place in June on the Buitenhof in the citycentre of The Hague and on the beach of Scheveningen.

Den Haag Sculptuur

In the summer months, The Hague hosts an annual exhibition entitled Den Haag Sculptuur (Sculpture in The Hague). Each year, sculptures by different artists are shown at the Lange Voorhout, which lies in the centre of The Hague. What makes this open-air exhibition special is that everyone can see it, free of charge. (www.denhaagsculptuur.nl) 

International Kite Festival

In September the skies of Scheveningen are dotted with hundreds of kites. Large, small, beautiful, bizarre.... The International Kite Festival, the number two kite festival world-wide, features audio-kites, kites with cameras to take photographs from great heights, kites the size of a postage stamp and super-kites which you can find in the Guinness Book of Re¬cords.

City Mondial

The Hague is a melting pot of dozens of different, and multicultural people. The Hague is proud of its cultural diversity At the beginning of 2002, The Hague set up the first multicultural tourist information office of the Netherlands. City Mondial presents the tourist product range of several Hague city-centre districts, with the aim of attracting purchasing power and thereby the improving the prosperity, social cohesion and image of these district. City Mondial provides visitors with the opportunity to become acquainted with the different cultures to be found in The Hague. Among other activities, visitors can visit a Turkish or Surinamese mosque, a Hindu temple and a Turkish Bathhouse. Very near to the City Mondial office lies Avenue Culinair – a cosy street brimming with internationally oriented restaurants that offer a wide variety of ethnic dishes, including Tapas and Suriname dishes.
www.citymondial.nl

Tong Tong Fair
The Tong Tong Fair, formally known as the Pasar Malam Besar is the traditional 10-day Indonesian cultural market, on the Malieveld opposite Central Station. Each year the Tong Tong Fair is a great, exotic success, due to the fact that many Indonesian people of the earlier Dutch colony have become integrated with the Dutch population.
Holland Dance Festival

Dance City The Hague again shows itself as the international centre of dance with Holland Dance Festival, the largest biennial dance festival in the Netherlands. From 28 October thru 15 November 2009 the 12th edition of the festival will take place. This year the festival boasts over sixty performances, more than one hundred workshops, and a dance parade with over 1200 amateur dancers. In addition, this years Festival celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Netherlands’ standard bearer of the dance: the Nederlands Dans Theater. Besides an international platform to present the diverse facets of the art of dance, the Holland Dance Festival will be a reunion of former dancers and choreographers of the Nederlands Dans Theater, gathering in The Hague from all over the world. Next editions is in 2011.
Vlaggetjesdag

Vlaggetjesdag was originally the day the Dutch herring fleet was decked out with flags in the harbour, and would put out to sea to fish for herring. These days, the reason for decking out the ships in the harbour it is not the putting out to sea, but the arrival of the year’s first herring catch. Every year, the organisers succeed in putting together a varied programme with exciting performances and unusual presentations.
Gallery’s The Hague

Art-ViaGalerie/Art Investment

Noordeinde 16, T 0031-70-3650465

De Galerie 

Noordeinde 69, T 0031-70-3920813 www.degalerie.net
Bohemia Art Gallery

Noordeinde 94, T 0031-70-3622397

Broeke Kunsthandel en Galerie Henk

Noordeinde 95, T 0031-70-4277408

Smelik & Stokking

Noordeinde 101 en Noordeinde 150, T 0031-70 364 07 68, www.smelik-stokking.nl
Galerie Gabriëls

Fine paintings, exclusive paintings from 17th trough 20th century masters. 

Noordeinde 103, T 0031-70 365 84 72. 

Galerie De Rijk

Noordeinde 105, T 0031-70 356 02 74. 

Kunstzaal Van Heijningen

Noordeinde 152, T 0031-70 345 90 53.

Gallery Sonda

Noordeinde 188, T 0031-70-365 68 59, www.sonda.nl
Het Cleyne Huys 

Noordeinde 192, T 0031 -70 362 88 66, www.hetcleynehuys.com
De Twee Pauwen

Oranjestraat 1, T 0031-70-392 54 43, www.detweepauwen.nl
Arti Nova Galerie
Zwaardvegersgaarde 102, 
Artimediair Galerie

Paviljoensgracht 131/131A, T 0031-70-363 73 88.

Boeddha Galerie

Gevers Deynootweg 990, T 0031-70-351 54 30.

Bok Portretgalerie Marike 

Kazernestraat 144, T 0031-70-364 03 02.

Chiefs & Spirits 

Prinsestraat 49, T 0031-70-365 82 19.

Etienne vd Doel Expressive Glass Art 

Anna Paulownastraat 105/A, T 0031-70-364 62 39.

Galerie Guthschmidt

Prinsestraat 39/43, T 0031-70-364 71 92 www.galerieguthschmidt.nl.

Haagse Kunstkring

Denneweg 64, T 0031-70-364 75 85.

Holland Art Gallery 

Wagenstraat 32, T 0031-70-426 27 95.

Joconde's Kabinet

Laan Copes van Cattenburch 42, T 0031-70-306 01 06 www.jocondes.nl.

International organisations on peace and justice in The Hague

Peace Palace:

Scottish American Andrew Carnegie endowed 1.5 million dollars for the construction of an international palace of justice in The Hague. This Vredespaleis (Peace Palace) opened on 28 August 1913. The building symbolises the position of The Hague as City of Peace and Justice. In 1998 former UN Secretary-general, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, described The Hague as the ´judicial capital´of the world. Along with New York, Geneva and Vienna, The Hague is the fourth U.N. city of the world. The Hague is our political and diplomatic window on the world. The role of the Courts in The Hague, as counterpart to the political bodies of the UN in New York, is a weighty one. Mankind will be the winner if `The Hague´ acquires an even higher profile in the next century as ´legal capital of the world´. 

International Court of Justice:

This is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. It began its work in 1946, when it replaced the Permanent Court of International Justice of the League of Nations, which has functioned since 1922. The Court has a dual role: to settle in accordance with international law the legal disputes submitted to it by states, and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by duly authorised UN organs and specialised agencies. Only states may apply to and appear before the Court, which is composed of 15 judges. 

Permanent Court of Arbitration:

Established by treaty at he First Hague Peace Conference in 1899, the Permanent Court of Arbitration is the oldest global institution for the settlement of international disputes. The Court offers a wide range of services for the resolution of international disputes, which the parties concerned have expressly agreed to submit for resolution under its auspices. Unlike the International Court of Justice, the Permanent Court of Arbitration has no sitting judges. The parties themselves select arbitrators. Another difference is that sessions of the Permanent Court of Arbitration are held in private and are confidential. The Court also provides arbitration in disputes between international organisations and between states and international organisations. 

International Criminal Court:

In Rome on 17 July 1998 a substantial majority of one hundred and twenty countries decided to establish a permanent International Criminal Court o try individuals for the most serious offences known to man, such as genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. The Secretary-general of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, described the agreement as a giant step forward in the march towards universal human rights and the rule of law. The Rome Statute entered into force on 1 July 2002. Anyone who commits any of the crimes under the Statute after this date will be liable for prosecution by the Court. 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons: 

The OPCW is an international organisation that was established in The Hague when the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) entered into force on 29 April 1997. This Chemical Weapons Convention is regarded as the most complex multilateral disarmament treaty ever agreed. It took over twenty years of negotiation before enough states were prepared to verify the convention. The improved relations between the former Soviet Union and the United States played a particularly important role in reaching this agreement. The CWC is a comprehensive disarmament and non-proliferation agreement hat prohibits all development production, acquisition, retention, stockpiling, transfer and use of chemical weapon. Over 200 inspectors travel around the world to supervise compliance with the regulations of the convention and the destruction of existing stocks of chemical weapons. 

International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia:

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) is the first international court for the prosecution of war crimes since the tribunals of Nurnburg and Tokyo after World War II. The Yugoslavia Tribunal prosecutes and sentences individuals found to be responsible for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in the former Yugoslavia since January 1 1991. The multinational Tribunal, which has fourteen judges and a chief prosecutor, can not convict a suspect in absentia or impose a death sentence. The maximum sentence is life imprisonment. Suspects who have been arrested are held in a specially built detention unit in Scheveningen-prison, which is under the supervision of the United Nations. The UN Security Council established the ICTY in 1993. 

Iran- United States Claims Tribunal:

The Iran- United States Claims Tribunal has been established in The Hague since 1981 to deal with the settlement of thousands of legal and financial claims submitted by Iran, the United States and nationals of the two countries. These claims are the direct result of the crisis that arose between Iran and the United States in 1979 following the detention of 52 American nationals in the US embassy in Teheran and the subsequent freezing of Iranian assets by the United States. The Tribunal received a total of some 1000 claims for amounts in excess of 25.000 dollars and 2800 claims for smaller amounts from nationals of the two countries. The Tribunal is composed of nine members: three nominated by each of the parties and six from other countries. 

High Commissioner on National Minorities of the OSCE:

In brief, the tasks of the High Commissioner on National Minorities of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe are to highlight he interests and rights of minorities in Europe, and by identifying tensions and potential conflicts early on, prevent hem. The High Commissioner may not take action in regions where conflicts have already started or where minorities are being terrorised. His most important task is preventive. If he feels that here is a threat of a crisis that could spill over into violence, the High Commissioner gives an ´early warning´ to the OSCE, which can then take action. The High Commissioner identifies and reports, but always remains independent and impartial. 

Europol:

Europol is the umbrella organisation of the police forces and custom services of the member states of the European Union, within which they work closely together. Europol aims to prevent ad combat terrorism, unlawful drug trafficking and other forms of serious international organised crime. Within the European Union, Europol reports to the Council of Ministers of Justice and Home Affairs. The Management Board, composed of representatives from the member states, is charged with general supervision of the activities of Europol. 

Eurojust:

The Council of the European Union established Eurojust on 6 March 2002. Eurojust will stimulate and improve co-ordination between the competent authorities of the Member states in investigations and prosecutions in the Member States, render these more effective and improve co-operation by facilitating international mutual legal assistance and the implementation of extradition requests. 

The position and character of The Hague as centre of international law is further reinforced by the presence of the International Legal Institute, The Hague Conference on Private International Law and a large number of international law practices. The Hague is also home to the famous Peace Palace library, The Hague Academy of International Law, the research and training institute for international law TMC Asser Institute and the Institute for Social Studies. 

93 countries are represented in The Hague with an embassy. Many embassies have a consular section, but some have separate consulates, in The Hague, Amsterdam and a number of Dutch cities. 

Congresses in The Hague

With 6.000 beds in more than 20 hotels plus the more than over 30 halls of the World Forum Convention Centre, with the sea nearby, 2 bathing resorts within its municipality, and with the interna¬tional culinary and shopping offer of The Hague is an ideal location for meetings, congresses and presentations. The Hague is centrally situated in the Netherlands and easily accessible from all corners of the world by means of national and international rail connections and major ferry lines. Moreover, The Hague has two airports close at hand: Schiphol Airport (Amsterdam) and Rotterdam Airport.

International visitors to The Hague can use the Schiphol line, which runs from Schiphol to the centre of The Hague in only half an hour. Rotterdam Airport is only fifteen minutes away.

An elaborate network of more than thirty train and bus lines safeguards easy transport and the mobility of congress- and conference-goers. You can even buy special tickets for unlimited tram and bus rides. It is no surprise that so many international meetings and congresses already have been organised here. Hotels have a lot of experience in organising and offering all facilities. Not in the least we mention 2 EEC-conferences, a top NATO-conference and recently the Climate conference with more than 10.000 participants. Moreover the international World Forum Convention Centre offers meeting/congress capacities from 20 to 10.000 participants.

The Hague Plus
The Hague and Surroundings

The Hague is surrounded by interesting towns and attractions, which can add an extra dimension to your stay. Take a trip to a traditional Dutch town such as Delft, Leiden or Gouda, the flower auction in the Westland, the bulb flower fields surrounding Lisse in springtime or the town of Zoetermeer with its modern architecture and convivial centre where shopping is a delight.

Delft
Delft is a fine example of a typical small Dutch city. It has a beautifully preserved historic city centre with canals and their centuries-old canal-side houses, courts of charming almshouses, narrow walkways and a marketplace with its splendid city hall. You will also find a treasure-trove of cultural sights within easy walking distance of the lively city centre: the famous Delft Blue pottery, scenes painted by Vermeer, and the many visible reminders of the early days of the House of Orange. When you think of Delft, you immediately think of Delft Blue. The original Delft Blue pottery has a long history but is still an important industry for the city. In the factories of the Koninklijke Porceleyne Fles (founded in 1653), De Delftse Pauw and De Candelaer, you’ll see how craftspeople still make this pottery according to traditional techniques. But Delft is not just the birthplace of its famous Blue. Many lovers of contemporary ceramics are drawn to the numerous galleries in this ‘City of Pottery’. The House of Orange: Delft is proud of its historic ties with the Dutch royal house.The Nieuwe Kerk (New Church) accommodates the royal crypts

above which the splendidly restored mausoleum of William of Orange (1533-1584) is displayed. Considered the founding father of the Netherlands, he was the first to be buried in the church after being assassinated by Balthasar Gerards in his residence known as the Prinsenhof, a former convent complex and now a museum. If you visit the Stedelijk Museum Het Prinsenhof you can still see the bullet holes in the wall where he was killed. Vermeer: Not only was the famous painter Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675) born in Delft, he lived and worked here almost all his life. A Vermeer city walk will bring you into contact with the many places that played such an important role in his life and which he immortalised in his fascinating compositions. You can still visit the site where he painted his View of Delft.

Historical Delft is also a pleasant place to stay. Delft is a town of squares, cafés and boats converted into cafés. Many choose to go to the Markt, but those in the know – and the people from Delft themselves – prefer to enjoy one of the lively spots on the Beestenmarkt or the Doelenplein. www.delft.com

Leiden

The first Dutch University was established by stadtholder William of Orange in 1575 in the city of Leiden, birthplace of the world famous painter Rembrandt. Ever since then the city has fulfilled the role of leading academic centre. A walk through the city will reveal beautiful 17th and 18th century architecture, university buildings, splendid churches, an abundance of courtyards and museums. This cultural and attractive city at less than 20 kilometres away offers convivial cafés, continental-style cafés and restaurants.

Gouda

Approximately 30 kilometres from The Hague and situated in the green heart of the Province of South Holland you will find the city of Gouda. Once one of Holland's larger cities, it is now a historic town with canals and typically-styled Dutch houses. The Market Square in the town centre is home to one of Holland's most beautiful buildings, the Gothic town hall. 

At the weekly cheese market cheeses are weighed in the traditional manner.

Westland

Between The Hague and Hook of Holland lies the 'Westland' area, or the most important market-gardening district in the world. In extensive greenhouses a wide variety of vegetables, fruit, flowers and plants are being cultivated. Make an early morning visit to the auction in Naaldwijk where every day millions of flowers and plants are auctioned. There are two ferry departures a day from Hook of Holland to England.

Lisse

Every spring more than 6 million tulips, narcissi and hyacinths are in full bloom in the area surrounding the village of Lisse. During the opening of the Keukenhof annual flower show, numerous exhibitions take place, which are certainly worth a visit. The end of the bulb flower season is marked by a fabulous flower parade. The journey from The Hague to Lisse by bus or car takes approximately 30 minutes.

Zoetermeer
To the east of The Hague and a mere 10 kilometres away, lies a small but dynamic town called Zoetermeer. Extensive recreational areas, modern architecture and a convivial shopping centre, the Stadshart, make for a highly enjoyable day trip. By car or by train it is only 15 minutes away. 

Additional information

The tourist information offices in the city-centre of The Hague and in Scheveningen sell the following route descriptions for walks: The Jugendstil Wandeling, Koninklijke kilometers, Kunst- en antiekwandeling, The Hague for peace and justice kids tour. Leaflets cost €1.70 each and are mostly available in English, German and French.
Miscellaneous
Hague brook

Paris is situated on the river Seine, London on the river Thames, Amsterdam on the river Amstel, but The Hague has a brook. Rising in the dunes close to the village of Kijkduin, the brook flows to the Hofvijver pond in the centre of The Hague. No precise date can be given for when the brook first emerged, but this is likely to have been at the beginning of the Christian era when the land was separated from the sea by sandbanks and a range of dunes. When in the 13th century the Knights of Holland built their castle on a dune (the Knights' Hall) the moat that surrounded it was connected to the brook, which then ran an inland course. A pond was constructed next to the castle to serve as a reservoir for drinking water and water to fight fires. The brook still runs through large parts of The Hague, providing shelter to a large variety of fish, including carp. Close to the town centre it disappears below ground to end up in the Hofvijver pond.

The Hague Jantje

There is a Dutch song that every child in The Netherlands learns. It is about Jantje, the son of a Count, who points out where his dad lives. This boy was actually the son of Count Floris V, who in the 13th century completed the construction of the Large Hall in the count's castle. This Hall is now known as the Knight's Hall. A sickly lad, Jantje died when he was only thirteen. There is a statue of The Hague Jantje situated on the Lange Vijverberg opposite the 

Mauritshuis. It is pointing towards the roof of the Knight's Hall, which towers over the buildings of the First Chamber.

Haagsche Hopje

In the late 18th century there was a man who lived on the Lange Voorhout. Baron Hop, as he was called, suffered from bouts of gout and he believed coffee to be a good remedy for his ailment. Unfortunately, this caused stomach upsets and his doctor advised him to stop drinking the black liquid. Then one day, he discovered by chance that the coffee dregs in a cup he had left standing for a while had condensed and that this was actually very tasty. Baron Hop asked a baker, Van Haaren, also established on the Lange Voorhout, to try and make a sweet out of the sticky substance. The Haagsche Hopje was born.

www.denhaag.com
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